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1. OUR COUNTRY 
1.1. General 


India officially the Republic of India (Bharat Ganrajya), is a country in South Asia. It is 
the seventh-largest country by area, the second-most populous country with over 1.2 
billion people, and the most populous democracy in the world. Bounded by the Indian 
Ocean on the south, the Arabian Sea on the south-west, and the Bay of Bengal on the 
south-east, it shares land borders with Pakistan to the west; China, Nepal, 

and Bhutan to the north-east; and Burmaand Bangladesh to the east. In the Indian 
Ocean, India is in the vicinity of Sri Lanka and the Maldives; in addition, 

India's Andaman and Nicobar Islands share a maritime border 

with Thailand and Indonesia. 


Home to the ancient Indus Valley Civilisation and a region of historic trade routes and 
vast empires, the Indian subcontinent was identified with its commercial and cultural 
wealth for much of its long history Four world religions—Hinduism, Buddhism, Jainism, 
and Sikhism—originated here, whereas Judaism,Zoroastrianism, Christianity, 

and Islam arrived in the 1st millennium CE and also helped shape the region's diverse 
culture. Gradually annexed by and brought under the administration of the British East 
India Company from the early 18th century and administered directly by the United 
Kingdom from the mid-19th century, India became an independent nation in 1947 after 
a struggle for independence that was marked by non-violent resistance led by Mahatma 
Gandhi. 


The Indian economy is the world's eleventh-largest by nominal GDP and third-largest 
by purchasing power parity (PPP).Following market-based economic reforms in 1991, 
India became one of the fastest-growing major economies; it is considered a newly 
industrialised country. However, it continues to face the challenges 

of poverty, corruption, malnutrition, inadequate public healthcare, and terrorism. 

A nuclear weapons state and a regional power, it has the third-largest standing army in 
the world and ranks eighth in military expenditure among nations. India is 

a federal constitutional republic governed under a parliamentary system consisting of 29 
states and 7 union territories. India is a pluralistic, multilingual, and multi-ethnic society. 
It is also home to a diversity of wildlife in a variety of protected habitats. 


1.1.1. Languages 


The Languages of India belong to several language families, the major ones being 
the Indo-Aryan languages spoken by 73% of Indians and theDravidian 

languages spoken by 24% of Indians. Other languages spoken in India belong to 
the Austroasiatic, Tibeto-Burman, and a few minor language families and isolates. 


The official language of the Union Government of Republic of India is Hindi, 

while English is the secondary official language.The constitution of India states that 
"The official language of the Union shall be Hindi in Devanagari script."a position 
supported by a High Court ruling.[ However, languages listed in the Eighth Schedule of 
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the Indian constitution are sometimes referred to, without legal standing, as the national 
languages of India. 


Individual mother tongues in India number several hundreds; the 1961 census 
recognized 1,652 (SIL Ethnologue lists 415). According to Census of India of 2001, 30 
languages are spoken by more than a million native speakers, 122 by more than 
10,000. More than three millennia of language contact has led to significant mutual 
influence among the four language families in India and South Asia. Two contact 
languages have played an important role in the history of India: Persian and English. 


The Languages of India belong to several language families, the major ones being 
the Indo-Aryan languages spoken by 73% of Indians and theDravidian 

languages spoken by 24% of Indians. Other languages spoken in India belong to 
the Austroasiatic, Tibeto-Burman, and a few minor language families and isolates. 


The official language of the Union Government of Republic of India is Hindi, 

while English is the secondary official language.The constitution of India states that 
"The official language of the Union shall be Hindi in Devanagari script."a position 
supported by a High Court ruling. However, languages listed in the Eighth Schedule of 
the Indian constitution are sometimes referred to, without legal standing, as the national 
languages of India. 


Individual mother tongues in India number several hundreds;the 1961 census 
recognized 1,652 (SIL Ethnologue lists 415). According to Census of India of 2001, 30 
languages are spoken by more than a million native speakers, 122 by more than 
10,000. More than three millennia of language contact has led to significant mutual 
influence among the four language families in India and South Asia. Two contact 
languages have played an important role in the history of India: Persian and English. 


1.1.2. Population 


The demographics of India are inclusive of the second most populous country in the 
world, with over 1.21 billion people (2011 census), more than a sixth of the world's 
population. Already containing 17.5% of the world's population, India is projected to be 
the world's most populous country by 2025, surpassing China, its population reaching 
1.6 billion by 2050. Its population growth rate is 1.41%, ranking 102nd in the world in 
2010. Indian population reached the billion mark in 2000. 


India has more than 50% of its population below the age of 25 and more than 65% 
below the age of 35. It is expected that, in 2020, the average age of an Indian will be 29 
years, compared to 37 for China and 48 for Japan; and, by 2030, India's dependency 
ratio should be just over 0.4. 


India has more than two thousand ethnic groups, and every major religion is 
represented, as are four major families of languages (Indo- 

European, Dravidian,Austroasiatic and Tibeto-Burman languages) as well as 
two language isolates (the Nihali language spoken in parts of Maharashtra and 
the Burushaski language spoken in parts of Jammu and Kashmir). 
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Further complexity is lent by the great variation that occurs across this population on 
social parameters such as income and education. Only the continent of Africa exceeds 
the linguistic, genetic and cultural diversity of the nation of India. 


1.1.3. National Flag 


The National flag of India is officially described in the Flag Code of India as follows: 
"The colour of the top panel shall be India saffron (Kesari) and that of the bottom panel 
shall be India green. The middle panel shall be white, bearing at its centre the design 

of Ashoka Chakra in navy blue colour with 24 equally spaced spokes." It was adopted in 
its present form during a meeting of the Constituent Assembly held on 22 July 1947, 
when it became the official flag of the Dominion of India. The flag was subsequently 
retained as that of the Republic of India. In India, the term "tricolour" (Hindi: fear, 
Tiranga) almost always refers to the Indian national flag. The flag is based on 

the Swaraj flag, a flag of the Indian National Congress designed by Pingali Venkayya. 


The flag, by law, is to be made of khadi, a special type of hand-spun cloth of cotton or 
silk made popular by Mahatma Gandhi. The manufacturing process and specifications 
for the flag are laid out by the Bureau of Indian Standards. The right to manufacture the 
flag is held by the Khadi Development and Village Industries Commission, who allocate 
it to the regional groups. As of 2009, the Karnataka Khadi Gramodyoga Samyukta 
Sangha was the sole manufacturer of the flag. 


1.1.4. National Symbol 


The Republic of India has several official national symbols including a historic 
document, a flag, an emblem, an anthem, a memorial tower as well as several national 
heroes. All the symbols were picked up at various times. The design of the national flag 
was adopted by the Constituent Assembly just before independence, on 22 July 

1947. There are also several other symbols including the national animal, bird, flower 
and tree. 


1.1.5. National Anthem 


Jana Gana Mana is the national anthem of India. Written in 

highly Sanskritised (Tatsama) Bengali, it is the first of five stanzas of 

a Brahmo hymn composed and scored by Nobel laureate Rabindranath Tagore. It was 
first sung in Calcutta Session of the Indian National Congress on 27 December 
1911."Jana Gana Mana" was officially adopted by the Constituent Assembly as the 
Indian national anthem on 24 January 1950. 27 December 2011 marked the completion 
of 100 years of Jana Gana Mana since it was sung for the first time. 


The original poem written by Rabindranath Tagore was translated into Hindi by Abid Ali. 
The original Hindi version of the song Jana Gana Mana, translated by Ali and based on 
the poem by Tagore, was a little different. It was "Sukh Chain Ki Barkha Barase, Bharat 
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Bhagya Hai Jaga....". Jana Gana Mana was officially adopted by the Constituent 
Assembly as the Indian national anthem on 24 January 1950. 


A formal rendition of the national anthem takes fifty-two seconds. A shortened version 
consisting of the first and last lines (and taking about 20 seconds to play) is also staged 
occasionally. Tagore wrote down the English translation of the song and along 

with Margaret Cousins (an expert in European music and wife of Irish poet James 
Cousins), set down the notation at Madanapalle in Andhra Pradesh, which is followed 
only when the song is sung in the original slow rendition style of singing. However, 
when the National Anthem version of the song is sung, it is often performed in the 
orchestral/choral adaptation made by the English composer Herbert Murrill at the 
behest of Nehru. 


1.1.6. National Song 


Vande Mataram - - literally - "| bow to thee, Mother" - is a poem from Bankim Chandra 
Chattopadhyay's 1882 novel Anandamath. It was written in Bengali and Sanskrit. 


It is a hymn to the Mother Land. It played a vital role in the Indian independence 
movement, first sung in a political context by Rabindranath Tagore at the 1896 session 
of the Indian National Congress. 


In 1950 (after India's independence), the song's first two verses were given the official 
status of the "national song" of the Republic of India, distinct from the national anthem 
of India, Jana Gana Mana. 


1.1.7. National Animal 


The Tiger (Panthera Tigris, Linnaeus) is the national animal of India. Tiger is also called 
the lord of Jungles. The national animal of India, is a rich-colored well-striped animal 
with a short coat. As the national animal of India, tiger symbolizes India's wildlife wealth. 
The combination of grace, strength, agility and enormous power has earned the tiger 
great respect and high esteem. 


Out of the eight races of the species known, the Indian race, the Royal Bengal Tiger is 
found throughout the country (except the north-western region) and also in the 
neighboring countries like Nepal, Bhutan and Bangladesh. Tigers are now getting 
extinct. The Government of India, under its "Project Tiger" programme, started a 
massive effort to preserve the tiger population in 1973. Today, the tiger advances as a 
symbol of India's conservation of itself and its wildlife heritage. Since the launch of 
"Project Tiger", the tiger population has shown a gradual increase. So far, 23 tiger 
reserves have been established in the country under this project. 


1.1.8. National Bird 


The Peacock, Pavo cristatus (Linnaeus), is the national bird of India. It is a symbol of 
grace, joy, beauty and love. Peacock is a large and majestic bird. Peacock is a colorful, 
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swan-sized bird with a fan-shaped crest of feathers on its head, a white patch under the 
eye and a long-slender neck. 


The male of the species is more colorful than the female with a glistening blue breast 
and neck and a spectacular bronze-green tail of around 200 elongated feathers. The 
female is brownish, slightly smaller than the male and lacks the tail. Peacock occupies a 
respectable position in Indian culture and is protected not only by religious sentiments 
but also by parliamentary statute. It is fully protected under the Indian Wildlife 
(Protection) Act, 1972. 


The significance of peacock is attached to cultures of India, Far East, Ancient Persia, 
Greek and Christian. In Hinduism, the image of the god of thunder, rains and war, Indra, 
was depicted in the form of a peacock. In south India, peacock is considered as a 
‘vahana’ or vehilce of lord Muruga. The figure of peacock is painted in various Islamic 
religious buildings. In Christianity, the peacock was also known as the symbol of the 
‘Resurrection’. 


1.1.9. National Game 


The National Games of India is a sporting event held in India. It comprises various 
disciplines in which sportsmen from the different states of India participate against each 
other. It was in 1924, in erstwhile Punjab, that the Indian chapter of the Olympic 
movement was born. The founder was G.D. Sondhi, the first Secretary of the Punjab 
Olympic Association. Lt.Col H.L.O. Garrett, vice principal of Government College, 
Lahore, was the President of the founder body. The same year, the country's first 
Olympic Games, now christened as National Games, were organised in Lahore, the 
then capital of undivided Punjab. 


1.1.10. Principal Religions 


Religion in India is characterized by a diversity of religious beliefs and practices. India is 
the birthplace of four of the world's major religions; 

namely Hinduism,lslam,Buddhism, Jainism and Sikhism. Throughout India's 
history, religion has been an important part of the country's culture. Religious diversity 
and religious tolerance are both established in the country by the law and custom. A 
vast majority of Indians, (over 93%), associate themselves with a religion. 


According to the 2001 census, 80.5% of the population of 

India practise Hinduism. Islam (13.4%), Christianity (2.3%), Sikhism (1.9%), Buddhism ( 
0.8%) and Jainism(0.4%) are the other major religions followed by the people of India. 
There are also numerous minor tribal traditions, though these have been affected by 
major religions such as Hinduism, Buddhism and Christianity. 
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The amount of diversity in the religious belief systems of India today, is a result of both 
the existence of many native religions and also, the assimilation and social integration 
of religions brought to the region by travellers, immigrants, traders, and even invaders 
and conquerors such as the Mughals. 


Zoroastrianism and Judaism also have an ancient history in India, and each has several 
thousands of Indian adherents. India has the largest population of people adhering to 
Zoroastrianism (i.e. Parsis and lranis) and Baha'i Faith in the world, even though these 
religions are not native to India. Many other world religions also have a relationship with 
Indian spirituality, such as the Baha'i faith which recognises Buddha and Krishna as 
manifestations of the God Almighty. 


The Indian diaspora in the West has popularised many aspects of Hindu 
philosophy such as yoga, meditation, Ayurvedic medicine, divination, karma, 
andreincarnation. The influence of Indian religions has been significant all over the 
world. Several organisations, such as the Hare Krishna movement, the Brahma 
Kumaris, the Ananda Marga, and others have spread Indian spiritual beliefs and 
practices. 


The Muslim population of India is the third largest in the world. India also has the third 
largest Shia population in the world. The shrines of some of the most famous saints 

of Sufism, like Moinuddin Chishti and Nizamuddin Auliya, are found in India, and attract 
visitors from all over the world. India is also home to some of the most famous 
monuments of Islamic architecture, such as the Taj Mahal and the Qutb Minar. Civil 
matters related to the community are dealt with by the Muslim Personal Law, and 
constitutional amendments in 1985 established its primacy in family matters. 


The Constitution of India declares the nation to be a secular republic that must uphold 
the right of citizens to freely worship and propagate any or no religion or faith The 
Constitution of India also declares the right to freedom of religion to be a fundamental 
right. 


1.1.11. States and Union Territories 
Capital Population Official Populatio| Area Sex 
P P Languages |n Density | (sq.km) | Ratio 
Andhra 308 275,04 

Peateak Hyderabad 84,655,533 Telugu /km2 5 992 
Arunachal tanagar_~—=s«*1,382,611. English = 17/km2_~—-83,743.--920 

Pradesh 
Assam Dispur 31,169,272 Assamese 397 78,438 954 
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Bihar 


Chhattisgarh 


Goa 


Gujarat 


Haryana 


Himachal 
Pradesh 


Jammu and 
Kashmir 


Jharkhand 


Karnataka 


Kerala 


Madhya 
Pradesh 


Maharashtra 


Manipur 


Meghalaya 


Patna 
Raipur 
Panaji 
Gandhinaga 
r 
Chandigarh 


Shimla 


Srinagar 
(summer), 
Jammu 
(winter) 


Ranchi 
Bengaluru 
Trivandrum 
Bhopal 
Mumbai 
Imphal 


Shillong 


103,804,63 
7 


25,540,196 


1,457,723 


60,383,628 


25,353,081 


6,856,509 


12,548,926 


32,966,238 


61,130,704 


33,387,677 


72,597,565 


112,372,97 
2 


2,721,756 


2,964,007 
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/km2 


Hindi hen 94,163 916 
Chhattisgar 189 135,19 991 
hi /km2 1 

Konkani 3,702 968 
Gujarati eo: Wl ae || 318 
Haryanvi PS 44,212 877 
Hindi oo 95,673 974 
Urdu 56 /km2 “24:9 gga 
Hindi honp | 79,714 947 
Kannada Pee be 968 
Malayalam = 3,s6e3. 12° 
Hindi ee | ee || 930 
Marathi Pee ae 946 
(Manipur) | m2 | 22327 | 987 
English len 22,429 986 
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Mizoram Aizawl 1,091,014 Mizo 52/km2 21,081 975 


119 


Nagaland Kohima 1,980,602 English eee 16,579 931 
; Bhubanesw : 269 155,70 
Odisha - 41,947,358 Oriya /km2 7 978 

; -_ 550 
Punjab Chandigarh 27,704,236 Punjabi hen 50,362 893 
Rajasthan Jaipur 68,621,012 Hindi ae airs 926 
Sikkim Gangtok 607,688 Nepali 86 /km2 7,096 889 
TamilNadu  Chennai_—s- 72,138,958 += Tamil oy We | 885 
Bengali 350 
Tripura Agartala 3,671,032 and /km2 10,486 961 
Kokborok 
Uttar 199,581 ,47 eee 828 240,92 
Bicol Lucknow 7 Hindi fen 8 908 
Uttarakhand Dehradun 10,116,752. Hindi herp | 83483 963 
1,029 
West Bengal Kolkata 91,347,736 Bengali en? 88,752 
Union Official Populatio Area Sex 
Andaman 
ae Port Blair 379,944 English  46/km2 8,249 878 
Nicobar 
Islands 
; ; ee 9,252 
Chandigarh |= Chandigarh 1,054,686 Punjabi /km2 114 818 
Dadar and 698 
Nagar Silvassa 342,853 English 491 iis 
; /km2 
Haveli 
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Konkani, 


Daman and Marathi 2,169 
Diu Daman 242,911 and /km?2 112 618 
Gujarati 
Hindi, 
; Punjabi 11,297 
Delhi Delhi 16,753,235 and len? 11,297 866 
Urdu 
Lakshadwee 2,013 
p Kavaratti 64,429 English /km2 32 946 
Tamil, 2598 103 
Pondicherry Pondicherry 1,244,464 English Nei 2 479 8 


1.2. Political 
1.2.1. Constitution 


India ie. Bharat is a Union of States. It is a Sovereign Socialist Democratic Republic 
with a parliamentary system of government. The Republic is governed in terms of the 
Constitution of India which was adopted by the Constituent Assembly on 26" November 
1949 and came into force on 26" January 1950. 


The Constitution provides for a Parliamentary form of government which is federal in 
structure with certain unitary features. The constitutional head of the Executive of the 
Union is the President. As per Article 79 of the Constitution of India, the council of the 
Parliament of the Union consists of the President and two Houses to be known as the 
Council of States (Rajya Sabha) and the House of the People (Lok Sabha). Article 
74(1) of the Constitution provides that there shall be a Council of Ministers with a Prime 
Minister as its head to aid and advise the President, who shall exercise his functions in 
accordance to the advice. The real executive power is thus vested in the Council of 
Ministers with the Prime Minister as its head. 


The Council of Ministers is collectively responsible to the House of the People (Lok 
Sabha). Every State has a Legislative Assembly. Certain States have an upper House 
called State Legislative Council. Governor is the Head of a State. There shall be a 
Governor for each State and the executive power of the State shall be vested in 
him. The council of Ministers with the Chief Minister as its head advises the Governor 
in the discharge of the executive functions. The Council of the Ministers of a state is 
collectively responsible to the Legislative Assembly of the State. 


The Constitution distributes legislative powers between Parliament and State 
legislatures as per the lists of entries in the Seventh Schedule to the Constitution. The 


12|Page 


Sri Satguru Jagjit Singh Ji eLibrary NamdhariElibrary@ gmail.com 


residual powers vest in the Parliament. The centrally administered territories are called 
Union Territories. 


1.2.2. Preamble 


The Preamble to the Constitution of India is "Declaration of Independence" statement & 
a brief introductory that sets out the guiding principles & purpose of the document.It is 
the soul of the Indian Constitution, written by the Father of Indian Constitution Dr. B. R. 
Ambedkar. 


Proper function of a Preamble is to explain certain facts which are necessary to be 
explained before the enactments contained in the Act can be understood. Preamble is 
not an integral part of the Indian constitution was once decided upon by the Supreme 
Court of India in the BeruBari case; therefore it is not enforceable in a court of law. 
However, the Supreme Court of India has, in the Kesavananda case, recognised that 
the preamble may be used to interpret ambiguous areas of the constitution where 
differing interpretations present themselves. Supreme Court held that the Preamble is 
an integral part of the Constitution. 


The preamble-page, along with many other pages of the original Constitution of India, 
was designed and decorated solely by renowned painter Beohar Rammanohar Sinha . 
As such, the page bears Beohar Rammanohar Sinha's short 

signature Ram in Devanagari lower-right corner. 


The preamble described the state as a "sovereign democratic republic". In 1976 
the Forty-second Amendment explicitly enacted secular egalitarianism feature 


«6 
WE, THE PEOPLE OF INDIA, HAVING SOLEMNLY RESOLVED TO 


constitute INDIA INTO A "SOVEREIGN SOCIALIST SECULAR DEMOCRATIC 
REPUBLIC" AND to secure all its citizens: 


JUSTICE, social, economic and political; 

LIBERTY, of thought, expression, belief, faith and worship; 
EQUALITY , of status and opportunity; and to promote among them all; 
FRATERNITY, assuring the dignity of individual the unity and integrity of nation; 
INOUR CONSTITUENT ASSEMBLY this twenty-sixth day of November, 1949, do 


Ww 
HEREBY ADOPT, ENACT AND GIVE TO OURSELVES THIS CONSTITUTION. 


1.2.3. Fundamental Right 
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The Fundamental Rights in Indian constitution acts as a guarantee that all Indian 
citizens can and will live their lifes in peace as long as they live in Indian democracy. 
They include individual rigts common to most liberal democracies, such as equality 
before the law, freddom of speech and expression, freedom of association and peaceful 
assembly, freedom of religion, and the right to constitutional remedies for the protection 
of civil right. 


Originally, the right to property was also included in the Fundamental Rights, however, 
the Forty-Fourth Amendment, passed in 1978, revised the status of property rights by 
stating that "No person shall be deprived of his property save by authority of law." 


Following are the Fudamental Rights in India 


e Article 14 :- Equality before law and equal protection of law 

e Article 15 :- Prohibition of discrimination on grounds only of 
religion, race, caste, sex or place of birth. 

e Article 16 :- Equality of opportunity in matters of public 

Right to Equality employment 

e Article 17 :- End of untouchability 

e Article 18 :- Abolition of titles, Military and academic 
distinctions are, however, exempted 


e Article 19 :- It guarantees the citizens of India the following 

six fundamentals freedoms:- 
1. Freedom of Speech and Expression 

Freedom of Assembly 

Freedom of form Associations 

Freedom of Movement 

Freedom of Residence and Settlement 

Freedom of Profession, Occupation, Trade and 

Bussiness 

e Article 20 :- Protection in respect of conviction for offences 

e Article 21 :- Protection of life and personal liberty 

e Article 22 :- Protection against arrest and detention in certain 
cases 


Right to Freedom 


OO) IS 


Article 23 :- Traffic in human beings prohibited 
Article 24 :- No child below the age of 14 can be employed 


Right Against 
Exploitation 


| 


e Article 25 :- Freedom of conscience and free profession, 
practice and propagation of religion 

e Article 26 :- Freedom to manage religious affairs 

e Article 27 :- Prohibits taxes on religious grounds 

e Article 28 :- Freedom as to attendance at religious 


Right to freedom of 
Religion 
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ceremonies in certain educational institutions 


e Article 29 :- Protection of interests of minorities 
Article 30 :- Right of minorities to establish and administer 
educational institutions 

e Article 31 :- Omitted by the 44th Amendment Act 


Cultural and 
Educational Rights 


Article 32 :- The right to move the Supreme Court in case of 
their violation (called Soul and heart of the Constitution by 
BR Ambedkar) 

e Forms of Writ check 

e Habeas Corpus :- Equality before law and equal protection 
of law 


Right to 
Constitutional 
Remedies 


1.2.4.President of India 


President Date et fuel pength of 
inauguration retirement 
Rajendra Prasad 26 January 1950 
Fakhruddin Ahmed 11 February 1977 
— 


Zail Singh 25 July 1982 25 July 1987 2,710 days 
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S.No 


10 


11 


12 


13 


1.2.5.Prime Minister of India 


S.No 


President 


Ramaswamy 
Venkataraman 


Shankar Dayal Sharma 


K.R. Narayanan 


A.P.J.Abdul Kalam 


Pratibha Patil 


Pranab Mukherjee 


Prime Minister 


Dr. Manmohan Singh 


Shri Atal Bihari Vajpayee | March 19, 1998 - May 22, 


Shri Inder Kumar Gujral 


Date of 
inauguration 


25 July 1987 


25 July 1992 


25 July 1997 


25 July 2002 


25 July 2007 


25 July 2012 


Tenure 


May 22, 2004 - till date 


2004 


April 21, 1997 - March 19, 


1998 


Sri Satguru Jagjit Singh Ji eLibrary 


End of term 


25 July 1992 


25 July 1997 


25 July 2002 


25 July 2007 


25 July 2012 


Incumbent 


Party 


INC 


Bharatiya Janata 


Party 


Janata Dal 


Length of 
retirement 


6,030 days 


884 days 


1,203 days 


2324 days 


497 days 


Incumbent 


Length of 
retirement 


May 22, 2004 - till 
date 


March 19, 1998 - 
May 22, 2004 


April 21, 1997 - 
March 19, 1998 
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Tenure Party Length of 


S.No Prime Minister : 
retirement 
4 Shri H. D. Deve Gowda June 1, 1996 - April 21, Janata Dal June 1, 1996 - 
1997 April 21, 1997 


5 Shri Atal Bihari Vajpayee | May 16, 1996 - June 1, Bharatiya Janata May 16, 1996 - 


1996 Party June 1, 1996 
6 Shri P. V. Narasimha Rao |} June 21, 1991- May 16, Congress (I) June 21, 1991- 
1996 May 16, 1996 
7 Shri Chandra Shekhar November 10, 1990 - Janata Dal (S) November 10, 
June 21, 1991 1990 - June 21, 
1991 
8 Shri Vishwanath Pratap December 2, 1989 - Janata Dal December 2, 1989 
Singh November 10, 1990 - November 10, 
1990 
9 Shri Rajiv Gandhi October 31, 1984 - Congress (I) October 31, 1984 - 
December 2, 1989 December 2, 1989 
10 Mrs. Indira Gandhi January 14, 1980 - Congress (I) January 14, 1980 - 
October 31, 1984 October 31, 1984 
11 Shri Charan Singh July 28, 1979 - January Janata Party July 28, 1979 - 
14, 1980 January 14, 1980 
12 Shri Morarji Desai March 24, 1977 - July 28, Janata Party March 24, 1977 - 
1979 July 28, 1979 
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Length of 


Prime Minister : 
retirement 


Mrs. Indira Gandhi January 24, 1966 - March Congress January 24, 1966 - 
24, 1977 March 24, 1977 


1.3. History and Geography 
1.3.1. Dates and Events 


The History of India begins with the Indus Valley Civilization, which spread through in 
the north-western part of the Indian subcontinent, from 3300 BC to 1300 BC. This 
Bronze Age civilization collapsed at the beginning of the second millennium BC and was 
followed by the Iron Age Vedic period, which extended over much of the Indo-Gangetic 
plains and which witnessed the rise of kingdoms known as the Mahajanapadas. 


In the fifth century, large parts of India were united under Ashoka. He also converted to 
Buddhism, and it is in his reign that Buddhism spread to other parts of the Asia. In the 
reign of Mauryas, Hinduism took shape fundamentally. 


In the eight century Islam came to India and by the 11th century it firmly established 
itself in India. The North Indian dynasties of the Lodhis, Tughlaqs, and numerous 
others, whose remains are visible in Delhi and scattered elsewhere around North India, 
were finally succeeded by the Mughal empire, under which India once again achieved a 
large measure of political unity. 


The European presence in India date to the seventeenth century, and it is in the latter 
part of this century that the Mughal empire began to disintegrate, paving the way for 
regional states. 

During the first half of the 20th century, a natiowide struggle for independence was 
launched by the Indian National Congress, and later joined by the Muslim League. The 


subcontinent gained independence from Great Britain in 1947, after being partitioned 
into the dominions of India and Pakistan. 


Following are some Important dates of Indian History 
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Periods Events/Significance 
BC 
300-5000 Indus Valley Civilisation 
563 Birtd of Gautama Buddha (or 576 BC in some sources) 
527-540 _Birtd of Mahavir; Nirvana 


Alexander's invasion of India. It opened a land route between India and 


327-326 Europe 
313 Accession of Chandragupta Maurya, according to Jain traditions. 
305 Defeat of Seleucus at tde hands of Chandragupta Maurya 
273-232 | Ashoka's reign 
261 Conquest of Kalinga 
145-101 | Reign of Elara, tde Chola king of Sri Lanka 
58 Beginning of Vikrami Era 
AD 
78 Beginning of Saka Era 
120 Accession of Kanishka 
320 Commencement of Gupta Era, tde golden age of Hindu India 
380 Accession of Vikramaditya 
405-411 Visit of Chinese traveller Fahien 
415 Accession of Kumara Gupta | 
455 Accession of Skanda Gupta 
606-647 —Harshavardhan's reign 
712 First invasion in Sindh by Arabs 
836 Accession of King Bhoja of Kannauj 
985 Accession of Rajaraja tde Chola ruler 
998 Accession of Sultan Mahmud 
41001 First invasion of India by Mahmud Ghazni who defeated Jaipal, ruler of 
Punjab. 
1025 Destruction of Somnatd Temple by Mahmud Ghazni 
1191 First Battle of Tarain 
1192 Second Battle of Tarain 
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1206 
1210 
1221 
1236 
1240 
1296 
1316 
1325 
1327 
1336 
1351 
1398 
1469 
1494 


1497-98 


1526 


1527 
1530 
1539 
1555 
1556 
1565 
1576 
1582 
1600 
1605 
1606 
1611 
1616 


Accession of Qutub-ud-Din Aibak to tde tdrone oof Delhi 
Deatd of Qutub-ud-Din Aibak 

Changez Khan invaded India (Mongol invasion) 
Accession of Razia Sultan to tde tdrone of Delhi 

Deatd of Razia Sultan 

Accession of Ala-ud-Din Khilji 

Deatd of Ala-ud-Din Khilji 

Accession of Muhammad-bin Tughlaq 

Shifting of Capital from Delhi to Daulatabad in Deccan by tde Tughlaqs 
Foundation of Vijayanagar empire in Soutd 

Accession of Feroze Shah 

Invasion of India by Timur 

Birtd of Guru Nank 

Accession of Babur in Farghana 


First Voyage of Vasco de Gama to India (discovery of sea route to India via 
Cape of Good Hope) | 


First Battle of Panipat; Babur defeated Ibrahim Lodhi; foundation of Mughal 
dynasty by Babur 


Battle of Kanwaha-Babur defeated Rana Sanga 
Death of Babur and Accession of Humayun 

Sher Shah Suri defeated Humayun and became India's empreor 
Humayun recaptured the throne of Delhi 

Second battle of Panipal 

Battle of Talikota 

Battle of Haldighati - Rana Pratap defeated by Akbar 
Din-e-llahi founded by Akbar 

East India Company established 

Death of Akbar and accession of Jehangir 

Execution of Guru Arjun Dev 

Jehangir marries Nur Jahan 


Sir Thomas Roe visits Jehangir 
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1627 
1628 
1631 
1634 
1659 
1665 
1666 
1675 
1680 
1707 
1708 
1739 


AOL 


1761 
1764 
1765 
1767-69 
1780 
1780-84 
1784 
1790-92 
1793 
1799 
1802 
1809 
1829 
1830 
1833 
1839 


Birth of Shivaji and death of Jehangir 

Shah Jahan becomes emperor of India 

Death of Mumtaz Mahal 

The English permitted to trade in India (in Bengal) 
Accession of Aurangzeb, Shahjahan imprisoned 
Shivaji imprisoned, by Aurangzeb 

Death of Shah Jahan 

Execution of Guru Teg Bahadur, the ninth Guru of Sikhs 
Death of Shivaji 

Death of Aurangzeb 

Death of Guru Gobind Singh 

Nadir Shah Invades India 


Battle of Plassey, establishment of British political rule in India at the hands 
of Lord Clive 


Third Battle of Panipat; Shah Alam II becomes India's emperor 
Battle of Buxer 

Clive appointed Company's Governor of India 
First Mysore War 

Birth of Maharaja Ranjit Singh 

Second Mysore War 

Pitt's India Act 

Third Mysore War 

The Permanent Settlement of Bengal 

Fouth Mysore War - Death of Tipu Sultan 
Treaty of Bassein 

Treaty of Amritsar 

Practice of Sati Prohibited 

Raja Ram Mohan Roy visits England 

Death of Raja Ram Mohan Roy 

Death of Maharaja Ranjit Singh 
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1839-42 
1845-46 
1852 


1853 


1857 
1861 
1869 
1885 
1889 
1897 
1904 
1905 
1906 
1911 
1914 
1916 
1918 


1919 


1920 
1927 
1928 


1929 


1930 


1931 
1935 
1937 
1939 


First Afghan War 
First Anglo-Sikh War 
Second Anglo-Burmese War 


First Railway line opened between Bombay and Thane and a Telegraph line 
in Calcutta 


The Sepoy Mutiny of First War of Independence 

Birth of Rabindranath Tagore 

Birth of Mahatma Gandhi 

Foundation of Indian National Congress 

Birth of Jawaharlal Nehru 

Birth of Subhash Chandra Bose 

Tibet Expedition 

First Battle of Bengal under Lord Curzon 

Foundation of Muslim League 

Delhi Darbar; King and Queen visit India; Delhi becomes the Capital of India 
World War | begins 

Lucknow Pact Signed by Muslim League and Congress 
World War | ends 


Montague-Chemsford Reforms introduced; Jallianwala Bagh Massacre at 
Amritsar 


Khilafat Movement launched 
Boycott of Simon Commission; broadcasting started in India 
Death of Lala Lajpat Rai 


Lord Irwain's Pact; resolution of complete independence passed at Lahore 
Congress 


Civil disobedience movement launched; Dandi March by Mahatma Gandhi 
(6 April, 1930) 


Gandhi Irwin Pact 

Government of India Act enacted 

Provincial Autonomy; Congress forms ministries 
Word War II begins (September 1) 
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1941 


1942 
1943- 
1944 
1945 


1946 
1947 
1948 


BC 


327-26 


305 

216 

c. 155 
c. 90 
AD 

454 

495 
711-712 
1000-27 


1175-1206 


1294 


1398 


Escape of Subhash Chandra Bose from India and death of Rabindranath 
Tagore 


Arrival of Cripps Mission in India; Quit India Movement launched (August 8) 


Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose forms provisional Azad Hind Fauj and Indian 
National Army; Bengal Famine 


Trial of Indian National Army at Red Fort; Shimla Conference; World War II 
ends 


British Cabinet Mission visits India; Interim government formed at centre 
Division of India; Indian and Pakistan seperate independent dimensions 


Mahatma Gandhi assassinated (Jannuary 30); integration of princely states 


Important Battles of Indian History 


Alexander invades India. Defeats Porus in the Battle of Hydaspes (Jhelum) 
326 BC 


Chandragupta Maurya defeats the Greek King Seleucus. 
The Kalinga War. Conquest of Kalinga by Ashoka. 
Menander's invasion of India 


The Saka invade India 


The first Huna invasion 

The second Huna invasion 

The Arab invasion of Sind under Mohammed-bin-Qasim 
Mahmud Ghazni invades India 17 times 


Invasions of Muhammad Ghori. First Battle of Tarain. 

1191 - Prithvi Raj Chauhan defeats Muhammad Ghori; Second Battle of 
Tarain, 

1192 - Muhammad Ghori defeats Prithvi Chauhan; Battle of Chandawar, 
1194 - Muhammad Ghori defeats Jayachandra Gahadvala of Kanauj. 


Alauddin Khilji invades the Yadava kingdom of Devagiri. The first Turkish 
invasion of the Deccan. 


Timur invades India. Defeats the Tughlagq Sultan Mahmud Shah; the Sack 
of Delhi 
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1526 


1539-40 


1545 
1556 


1565 


1576 
1632-33 


1658 


1665 
1739 
1746 
1748-54 
1756-63 
1757 


1760 


1762 


1764 


1767-69 


1774 


1775-82 
1780-82 
1780-84 
1792 
1799 


Babur invades India and defeats the last Lodi Sultan Ibrahim Lohi in the first 
Battle of Panipat. 


Battles of Chusa or Ghaghra (1539) and Kanauj or Ganges (1540) in which 
Sher Shah defeats Humayun. 


Battle (siege) of kalinjar and death of Sher Shah Suri. 
Second Battle of Panipat. Akbar defeats Hemu. 


Battle of Rakatakshasi-Tangadi (Talikota) in which the forces of the empire 
of Vijanagar under King Sadasiva Raya and his regent Rama Raya are 
routed by the confederate forces of the Deccani states of Bijapur, 
Golkonda, Ahmadnagar, and Bidar. 


Battle of Haldighati, Akbar defeats Rana Pratap of Mewar. 
Conquest of Ahmadnagar by Shah Jahan. 


Battles of Dharmat (April-May 1658) and Samugarh (June 8, 1658). Dara 
Shikoh, elest son of Shah Jahan, defeated by Aurangzeb. 


Shivaji defeated by Raja Jai Singh and Treaty of Purandhar. 

Invasion of India by Nadir Shah. 

First Carnatic War. 

Second Carnatic War. 

Third Carnatic War. 

Battle of Plassey. Siraj-ud-Daulah, the Nawab of Bengal, defeated by Clive. 


Battle of Wandiwash, in which the English under Sir Eyre Coote defeated 
the French under Lally. 


Third Battle of Panipat. Marathas defeated by Ahmad Shah Abdali. 


Battle of Buxar. The English (under Munro) defeated Mir Kasim, the Nawab 
of Bengal and Nawab Shuja-ud-daulah of Awadh. 


First Mysore War. 


The Rohilla War between the Rohillas and the Nawab of Awadh supported 
by the East India Company. 


First Maratha War 

Maratha War 

Second Mysore War 

Third Mysore War 

Fourth Mysore War, Defeat and death of Tipu Sultan 
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1802-04 Second Maratha War 
1817-18 Third Maratha War 
1845-46 first Sikh War 


Battle of Aliwal between the English and the Sikhs. The Sikhs were 


1846 defeated. 


1848-49 (Second Sikh war and annexation of the Punjab to British India. 
1857 The Revolt of 1857 (The First War of Indian Independence) 


1.3.2. Wild Animals 


Indian subcontinent has a rich and varied biodiversity to boast of. Infact, the country is 
home to some of the most rare as well as magnificent wild animals. Most of the wild 
animals of India are being protected from poaching as well as habitat loss through the 
numerous national parks and wildlife sanctuaries. Indian culture preaches respect for 
each and every form of life, including wildlife. Still, greedy individuals as well as the 
ever-increasing population are putting pressure on the peaceful existence of Indian wild 
animals. In this section, we have provided information on the following wild animals 
living in India: 


Indian Asiatic Lion 

Asiatic Lions once used to roam around the area, stretching from northern Greece, 
across Southwest Asia, to central India. However, today the natural habitat of the 
majestic animal has been reduced to the Gir forests of India only, making the Asiatic 
Lion almost synonymous with the Indian Lion. 


Bengal Tiger 


Bengal tiger is a subspecies of tiger, which is found in the Bengal region of the Indian 
subcontinent. One of the most common tiger subspecies, it is also found in a number of 
other Asian countries, like Bangladesh, Nepal, Bhutan, Myanmar, Tibet, etc. 


Indian Black Bear 

Indian black bear is also known by the names of Asiatic Black Bear (Ursus thibetanus), 
Tibetan black bear, Himalayan black bear and Moon bear. They grow to a length of 
approximately 4 to 6 feet, right from the nose to the tail. 


Indian Black Buck 

Indian black buck is also Known by a number of other names like Kala Hiran, Sasin, 
lralai Maan and Krishna Jinka. The scientific name of the black buck antelope is 
Antilope cervicapra and it natural habitat is the Indian subcontinent. 


Indian Camel 
The camels found in India are the single-humped camels, also known as the Dromedary 
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camels. Long-curved neck, deep-narrow chest and a single hump characterize the 
Indian camel. 


Indian Clouded Leopard 
Clouded leopards belong to the Neofelis genus and have the scientific name of Neofelis 


nebulosa. The average lifespan of a clouded leopard is 11 years in the wild. However, in 
cases of captivity, it may go upto 17 years. 


Indian Deer 

The name 'Deer' is given to the ruminant mammals belonging to the family Cervidae. 
They are one of the most beautiful creatures on this earth and extend to approximately 
34 species. 


Indian Elephant 
Indian elephant, known with the scientific name of 'Elephas maximus indicus’, is a 


subspecies of the Asian Elephant. It is mainly found in the Indian subcontinent, that to in 
the scrub forested areas. 


Indian Langur 
Indian langurs are lanky, long-tailed monkeys, having bushy eyebrows and a chin tuft. 


They have a black face and their body color ranges from gray to dark brown to golden. 


Indian Leopard 
Indian leopard is one of the 8-9 valid leopard subspecies found throughout the world. 


Known by the scientific name of Panthera pardus, it is the fourth largest of the four ‘big 
cats' of the Panthera genus. 


Indian Macaque 
Macaques are considered to be the second most-widespread species in the world, after 


humans. Their range stretches on from northern Africa to Japan. Macaques comprise of 
22 species in toto, out of which seven can be found in India also. 


Indian Red Panda 

Red panda is a beautiful animal, found in only some other countries of the world, 
including the Indian subcontinent. Scientifically known as Ailurus fulgens, it is slightly 
bigger than the domestic cat and founds a mention in the list of endangered species. 


Indian Rhinoceros 

Indian Rhinoceros holds the distinction of being the fourth largest animal, after the three 
elephant species. Known by the scientific name of Rhinoceros unicornis, the animal is 
found in only two places in the world, Assam (India) and Nepal. 


Indian Snow Leopard 
Snow leopard is a native animal of mountain ranges of central and southern Asia, 


including India. It is also known as Ounce and has a scientific name of "Panthera 
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uncia". Snow leopards can live for a maximum of 18 years in then wild. 


Indian Striped Hyena 
Striped hyena belongs to the Hyaenidae family and is scientifically known as Hyaena 


hyaena. Strongly related to the Brown hyena, it is basically a solitary creature. The 
average lifespan of striped hyenas hovers somewhere around 10 to 12 years in the 
wild. 


Indian Wild Ass 

Indian wild ass, also known as khur, is one of the subspecies of wild ass belonging to 
southern Asia. Its scientific name is Equus hemionus khur. Wild ass of India has an 
average age of 20-25 years. 


Indian Wild Boar 

Wild boar is considered to be the wild antecedent of the domestic pig of the Indian 
subcontinent. It belongs to the Suidae biological family, which also includes the Warthog 
and Bushpig of Africa, the Pygmy Hog of northern India and the Babirusa of Indonesia. 


1.3.3. Plants and Trees 


Trees in India known for their grandeur and majesty are like the green pearl in the 
Indian crown. Trees occupy the important place in the history of India. Trees have 
always been associated with wisdom and immorality in India. Hindu literature describes 
a celestial tree as having its roots in the heaven and its branches in the underworld that 
unites and connects beings of every kind. Banyan is the National Tree of India. India's 
medicinal are no less diverse. Peepal, banyan (Bodhi tree), banana, and Tulsi are some 
of the plants that holds special cultural and religious significance in India. Indian 
Rosewood, Kikar, Aleo Vera, Ashwagandha, Cork, Brahmi, Sal, Khair and Garden 
Asparagus are some of the popular trees grown in India. 


Banyan Tree:Banyan is the National Tree of India. It has the widest reaching roots of 
all known trees, easily covering several hectares. It is said that at one time more than 
10, 000 people can sit under its shade at one time. 


Peepal Tree: Hundred of trees are protected as living natural monument in India and 
Peepal or is one of them. It is popularly known as the Bodhi Tree in India, under which 
Lord Buddha attained enlightenment. It is the sacred tree of India. 


Neem Tree: Neem tree is popularly known as the Miracle Tree. It is a useful tree in 
rehabilitating the waste land areas. Even today Neem Tree is the focal point of village 
life and the village council meetings under the shade of this huge huge tree. 


Garden Asparagus: Garden Asparagus is an herbaceous perennial and is well known 
for its edible young shoots. Garden Asparagus is known to have more than 250 species 


27|Page 


Sri Satguru Jagjit Singh Ji eLibrary NamdhariElibrary@ gmail.com 


all over the world. The delicate flavour of Asparagus make it favourite among the 
vegetable lovers. 


Arjuna Tree: Arjuna is the large size deciduous tree. Terminalia Arjuna tree is common 
throughout India especially in the sub Himalayan tracts and Eastern India. In Indian 
mythology, Arjuna is supposed to be Sita's favourite tree. 


Aloe Vera: Aloe Vera is the popular herb with the botanical name of Aloe barbadensis. 
Aloe Vera is used as the source of medicines for thousand of years. It is believed to 
have been used for the preservation of the body of the Jesus Christ 


Tulsi Plant: Tulsi is the sacred plant of India dearer to the Lord Vishnu. Tulsi 
symbolises purity. Many people wears the Tulsi beads, which is said to have certain 
physical and medicinal properties. It is known as Holy Basil in English and Tulasi in 
Sanskrit. 


Amla Plant: Amla is the wonder plant, a unique gift of the mother nature to the 
mankind. Its fruit is the richest source of Vitamin C. It holds the special reputation of 
being the most powerful rejuvenating herb. It is popularly known as Indian Gooseberry 


Ashwagandha: Ashwagandha is an evergreen shrub that grows up to the height of 0.5 
m to 1.5 m. Ashwagandha is the powerful herb that is believed to increase health and 
longevity. One can find this medicinal plant in the Ranthambore National Park in India. 


Indian Rosewood: Indian Rosewood holds many medicinal properties. Indian 
Rosewood is mostly propagated through the root suckers and seeds. Many people in 
India grow Rosewood because they believe harvesting the wood denudes the rain 
forests. 


Indian Tulip Tree: Indian Tulip or the Portia Tree is a very large tree with heart shaped 
leaves and the cup shaped flowers. The fruits, flowers and young leaves of the Indian 
Tulip tree are edible. It is also known as the Scarlet Bell tree and the Fountain tree. 


Khair Tree: Khair is the moderate size deciduous tree, which is widely grown in Gir 
Wildlife Sanctuary, Corbett National Park and Ranthambore National Park in India. It is 
propagated through the stumps or seed and is useful in the dental problems. 


Kikar Tree: Kikar is the small thorny tree. It is cultivated for erosion and fuel wood. Its 
wood is used for the paper production. It is mainly grown in the cold temperature. Kikar 
is widely found in the State of Haryana in India. 


Sal Tree: Sal is a large sub deciduous tree. It is worshiped among the Buddhist and 
Hindus in India. It is mentioned in many scriptures that the Buddha was born and died 
under the Sal tree. It is found in almost all the parts of India. 
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Cork Tree: Found in the tropical forests of India, Cork is the tall deciduous tree. Stem 
and roots of the Cork tree have great medicinal value. The bark of the Cork tree is used 
in the production of yellow dye. Its flowers are used in rituals in India. 


Teak Tree: Teak or Tectona Grandis is one of the most popular tree of India. It is mainly 
used in the making of furniture and doors. Teak also holds the medicinal value. The 
bark is bitter tonic and is considered useful in fever. 


Turmeric Plant: The plant of Turmeric is a herbaceous perennial, which is 60 -90 cm 


high. The powered rhizome of this plant is used as an condiment and as an yellow dye. 
The rhizome of the turmeric plant is highly aromatic and antiseptic. 


1.3.4. Biggest, Highest and Largest in India 


Highest Award Bharat Ratna 

Highest Gallantry Award Param Vir Chakra 

Longest River in India The Ganges 

ee Tributary river of Vanna 

Largest Lake Wular Lake, Kashmir 

Largest Lake (Saline Water) | Chilka Lake, Orrisa 

Largest Man-Made Lake Govind Vallabh Pant Sagar (Rihand Dam) 

Largest Fresh Water Lake Kolleru Lake (Andhra Pradesh) 

Highest Lake Devtal Lake, Gadhwal (Uttarakhand) 

Highest Lake Devatal (Gharhwal) 
Karkoram-2 of K-2(8,611 meters) 

Highest Peak Highest Peak in the world is Mount Everest which is in 
Nepal 

Largest Populated City Mumbai 

Largest State(Area) Rajasthan 

Largest State(Population) Uttar Pradesh 

Highest rainfall Cherrapunhi (426 inches per annum) 

Highest Watefall Nohkalikai Falls (335 meters, 1100 ft high) in Shora 


State wise largest area under Madhya Pradesh 
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forest 
Largest Delta 
Largest River without Delta 


Longest Cantilever 


bridge 

Longest River Bridge 
Biggest Cave temple 
Longest Road 
Highest Road 
Biggest Mosque 
Highest Gateway 
Tallest Statue 
Largest Public Sector Bank 
Longest Canal 
Largest Dome 
Largest Zoo 

Largest Museum 
Longest Dam 
Highest Dam 
Highest Tower 
Largest Desert 


Largest District 
Fastest Train 


State with longest coastline 


State with longest coastline of 


South India 


Longest Electric Railway Line 


Longest Railway Route 


Longest Railway Platform 
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Span 


Sunderbans Delta 


Narmada and Tapti 
Howrah Bridge 


Mahatma Gandhi Setu, Patna 

Ellora 

Grand Trunk Road 

Road at Khardungla,(in Leh-Manali Sector) 

Jama Masjid at Delhi 

Buland Darwaza at Fatehpur Sikri (53.6 meters high) 
Statue of Gomateshwar (17 meters high In Karnataka 
State Bank of India 

Indira Gandhi Canal or Rajasthan Canal (Rajasthan) 

Gol Gumbaz at Bijapur 

Zoological Garden at Alipur (Kolkata) 

India Museum at Kolkata 

Hirakud Dam (Orrisa) 

Tehri Dam ( 260 meters , 850 ft ) 

Kutab Minar at Delhi (88.4 meters high) 

Thar (Rajasthan) 

Kutch district 


Shatabadi Express running between New Delhi and 
Bhopal 


Gujarat 
Andhra Pradesh 


From Delhi to Kolkata via Patna 
From Assam to Kanyakumari 


Kharagpur (W. Bengal) 
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Highest Railway Station 


Longest Platform 
Longest Tunnel 


Longest Highway 


Smallest State (Population) 


Smallest State (Area) 
Largest State (Area) 


Largest State (Population) 


Densest Populated State 


Largest Cave 
Largest Cave Temple 
Largest Animal Fair 
Largest Auditorium 
Biggest Hotel 
Largest Port 

Largest Gurudwara 
Deepest River Valley 
Largest Church 
Oldest Church 
Longest River 
Longest Beach 
Highest Battle Field 
Highest Airport 
Biggest Stadium 
Largest River Island 
Largest Planetarium 


Sambhar lake 
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Ghum (W. Bengal) 


Kharagpur (West Bengal) 833 meters in Length. It is 
also the longest railway station in world 


Jawahar tunnel (Jammu & Kashmir) 


NH-44 (NH-7) which turns from Varanasi to 
Kanyakumari 


Sikkim 

Goa 

Rajasthan 

Uttar Pradesh 

West Bengal 

Amarnath (J&K) 

Kailash Temple, Ellora (Maharastra) 
Sonepur (Bihar) 

Sri Shanmukhanand Hall (Mumbai) 
Oberai-Sheraton (Mumbai) 

Mumbai 

Golden Temple, Amritsar 

Bhagirathi & Alaknanda 

Saint Cathedral (Goa) 

St. Thomas Church at Palayar, Trichur (Kerala) 
Ganga (2640 km long) 

Marina Beach, Chennai 

Siachin Glacier 

Leh (Laddakh) 

Yuva Bharti (Salt Lake) Stadium, Kolkata 
Majuli (Brahmaputra River, Asom) 
Birla Planetarium (Kolkata) 


Largest inland salt lake 


31|Page 


NamdhariElibrary@ gmail.com 


1.4. Defense and Strength 


The President of India is the supreme commander of the Indian defence system.The 
whole administrative control of the Armed forces lies in the Ministry of Defence.The 
Defence Minister (Raksha Mantri) is responsible to Parliament for all matters concerning 
defence of the country.Indian defence system has been divided into three services- 


1. Army 2. Navy 3.Air Force 


The Principal task of the Ministry of Defence is to obtain policy directions of the 
Government on all defence and security related matters and communicate them for 
implementation to the Serivce Headquarters, Inter-Service Organisations, Production 
Establishments and Research an Development Organisations. It is also required to 
ensure effective implementation of the Government's policy directions and the execution 
of approved programmes within the allocated resources. 


1.4.1. Indian Army 


The Indian Army is the world's second largest army in terms of military personnel. The 
basic responsibility of the Army is to safeguard the territorial integrity of the nation 
against external aggressio. In addition, the Army is often required to assist the civil 
administration during internal security disturbances and in the mainntenance of law and 
order, in organising relief operations during natural calamities like floods, earthquakes 
and cyclones and in the maintenance of essential services. 


The Indian Army is one of the finest armies in the world. Modernisation and upgradation 
of Army is a continuous process to keep Armed Forces ready to meet any challenge of 
tomorrow. It is based on fiver years plans. Focus and core areas of modernisation has 
been:- 


Improvement in the Fire Power and increased Mobiliy 
All Weather Battle Field Surveillance capability 

Night Fighting capabilities 

Enhace capability of Special Force 

Capability for Network Centric Warfare 

NBC Protection 


Army has its headquarters in New Delhi. 

It is head by Chief of the Army Staff and assisted by the Vice-Chief of the Army Staff 
and seven other Principal Staff Officers, namely, two Deputy Chief of Army Staff, 
Ajutant General, Quarter Master General, Master General of Ordinance, Military 
Secretary and Engineer-in-Chief. The army has following commands 


S.No. Command Headquarter 
1 Western command Chandigarh 
2 Eastern command Kolkata 
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3 Northern command 56 APO 
4 Southern command Pune 

5 Central command Lucknow 
6 Army Training Command Shimla 

7 South Western Command Jaipur 


Each under a General officer Commanding-n-Chief of the rank of a Lieutant-General. 
The Major Static Formation are divided into Areas, Independent Sub-Areas and sub- 
areas. Area is commanded by a General Officer Commanding of the rank of a Major 
General and an Independent Sub-Area and sub-area by a Brigadier. 


Indian army is divided broadly into two main categories:- 


1. Arms 
2. Services 


Indian Army consists of following ranks:- 


General 

Lt. General 
Major General 
Brigadier 
Colonel 

Lt. Colonel 
Major 

Captain 
Lieutenant 


oe te Oh a 


1.4.2. Indian Navy 


The Indian Navy, by virtue of its capabilities, strategic positioning and robust presence 
in the Indian Ocean Region (IOR), has been a catalyst for peace, tranquility and stability 
in the IOR. It has been engaged other maritime nations, extending hand of friendship 
and co-operation. 


On India attaining Independence, the Royal Indian Navy consisted of 32 ageing vessels 
suitable only for coastal patrol, along with 11,000 officers and men. The senior officers 
were drawn from the Royal Navy, with R Adm ITS Hall, CIE, being the first Post- 
independence Commander-in-Chief. The prefix 'Royal' was dropped on 26 January 
1950 with India being constituted as a Republic. The first Commander-in-Chief of the 
Indian Navy was Adm Sir Edward Parry, KCB, who handed over to Adm Sir Mark Pizey, 
KBE, CB, DSO in 1951. Adm Pizey also became the first Chief of the Naval Staff in 
1955, and was succeeded by V Adm SH Carlill, CB, DSO. On 22 April 1958 V Adm RD 
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Katari assumed office as the first Indian Chief of the Naval Staff. Indian Navy is 
headed by Chief of Navel Staff with headquarters at New Delhi. He is assisted by Vice 
Chief of Naval Staff, Chief of Personnel, Chief of Material and Deputy Chief of Naval 
Staff. The Navy is organised into following commands:- 


S.No. Command Headquarter 

1 Eastern command \Vishakhapatnam 
2 Southern command |Kochi 

3 Western command Mumbai 
Ranks:- 


1. Navy 
2. Admiral 

3. Vice Admiral 
4. Read Admiral 
5. Commodore 
6. Captain 

7. Commander 
8. Lt Commander 
9. Lieutenant 

10. Sub-Lieutenant 


The Indian Navy is divided into the following broad categories 


Administration 
Logistics and Material 
Training 

The Fleets 

The Naval Aviation & 
The Submarine Arm. 


1.4.3. Indian Air Force 


The past 75 years have been eventful for Indian Air Force (IAF) from a flight of 'Wapitis' 
in 1932, to the fourth largest, professionally acclaimed, strategic Air Force responsible 
for guarding Nation's vital interests. From 1948 to Kargil, the IAF has always fielded 
wining capabilities. IAF's professional and prompt operations in peace time, at home 
and abroad and in peacekeeping, have earned many accolades. 


The first five pilots commissioned into the Indian Air Force were H C Sircar, Subroto 
Mukerjee, Bhupendra Singh, A B Awan and Amarjeet Singh. A sixth officer, S N Tandon 
had to revert to Ground duties as he was too short. All of them were commissioned as 
"Pilot Officers" in 1933. Subroto Mukerjee later went on to become the IAF's first Indian 
Chief of Air Staff. Subsequent batches inducted before World_War_2 included Aspy 
Engineer, K K Majumdar, Narendra, R H D Singh, S N Goyal, Baba Mehar Singh, 


34|Page 


Sri Satguru Jagjit Singh Ji eLibrary NamdhariElibrary@ gmail.com 


Prithpal Singh and Arjan Singh. 

The Indian Air Force is headed by Chief of Air Staff with its headquarters at New Delhi. 
He is assisted by six Principal Staff Officers, Vice Chief of Air Staff, Deputy Chief of Air 
Staff, Air Officer Incharge Administration, Air Officer Incharge Maintenance, Air Officer 
Incharge Personnel and Training and Inspector General Flight Safety and Inspection. 


S.No. Command Headquarter 
1 Western command New Delhi 

2 Central command Allahabad 

3 Eastern command Shillong 

4 South western command Jodhpur 

5 Training command Bangaluru 

6 Maintenance command Nagpur 


7 Southern command Thiruvananthapuram 


The Air force combat fleet is made up of 45 squadrons consists a variety of fighters, 
fighter-bombers, fighter interceptors, bombers and transport and logistics support 
aircraft. 


Air chief Marshal 
Air Marshal 

Air Vice Marshal 
Air Commodore 
Group Captain 
Wing Commander 
Squardron Leader 
Fit. Lieutenant 
Flying officers 


2 Oe Oe eS 


1.4.4. Atomic Research Centeres of India 


Following is the list of Nuclear Research Centers In India: 


Nuclear Year 
S.No. Research Location of Objective 
Center Estb 


To conduct and foster excellent and 
1 Kolkata 1949 | interesting interdisciplinary research of 


Saha Institute of 


Nuclear Physics significant utility. 
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Physical 

2 Research Ahmedabad | 1947 
Laboratory (PRL) 
Center of Earth Tavenarur 

3 Science's (Kerala) 1978 
Studies 


4 NuclearFuel | iyderabad | 1971 
Complex 


5 Bhabha Atomic | Trombay 1957 
Research Center | (Mumbai) 
Electronics 

6 Corporation of Hyderabad 1967 
India 


7 Atomic Energy | Mumbai 1948 
Commission 
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To provide services such as 
networking, email, printing, backup and 
maintaining computational 
environment for scientific and 
engineering research. 


To Promote and establish modern 
scientific and technological research 
and development studies of 
importance to India and to Kerala in 
particular, in the field of Earth 
Sciences, etc. 


To identify strenuous jobs and 
awkward postures during work causing 
musculoskeletal problems in various 
plants and suggest remedial 
measures, 


To undertake the pulmonary function 
studies in some selectyed category 


workers. (Reference technical report 
submitted to management by CLI in 
1981). 


To fulfill its mandate of indigenous 
nuclear power programme and various 
other applications of nuclear energy, 
etc. 


To continue services to the country's 
needs for the peaceful uses Atomic 
Energy. Special and Strategic 
requirements of Defence and Space, 
Electronics Security Systems and 
Support for Civil Aviation sector. 


To continue services to the country's 
needs for the peaceful uses Atomic 


36|Page 


NamdhariElibrary@ gmail.com 


10 


12 


13 


a 


Uranium 
Corporation of 
India 


1967 


1950 


Jadugoda 


India Rare Earths 
Limited 


Alwaye 
(Kerala) 


Indira Gandhi 
Centre For 
Atomic Research 


Tamil Nadu | 1971 
1950 


1963 


Central 

Mechanical Durgpur, 1958 
Engineering West Bengal 
Research 


National 
Chemical 
Laboratory (NCL) 


Pune, 
Maharashtra 


High Altitude 
Research 
Laboratory 


Gulmarg, 
Kashmir 
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Mining and Processing of uranium ore 
to produce uranium concentrate. 


To become nationally and globally 
competitive player in beach sand 
minerals and to achieve annual 
production of ilmenite with associate 
minerals of 8 lakh tons by the year 
2012, etc, o improve productivity, 
capacity utilization, and cost 
effectiveness, etc. 


To conduct broad based 
multidisciplinary programme of 
scientific research and advanced 
Engineering, directed towards the 
development of sodium cooled Fast 
Breeder Reactor [FBR] technology 


To design new solid catalysts for 
chemical transformations with high 
conversion and selectivity for 
petrochemicals, selected high value 
fine chemicals and organic 
intermediates,develop catalysts for 
pollution abatement, etc. 


To provide the scientific community of 
the country a self contained high 
altitude / high latitude laboratory for 
scientific research. 


to provide assistance to mechanical 
engineering industries in the form of 
feasibility studies, research, training, 
consultancy etc. for import substitution 
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14 


15 


16 


17 


Central Mining To carry out the work of research and 
Dhanbad, i 
Research development in the area of mining and 
vy Bihar ; 
Institution allied subjects. 


To provide stimulating environment for 
Tamil Nadu {1968 | the front-line research in radio 
astronomy and astrophysics 


Development around the accelerator 
technology and research in the fields 
Variable Energy Mumbai 1977 of accelerator physics, nuclear 
Cyclotron Center physics, quark-gluon plasma, 
theoretical physics, material sciences, 
chemistry, isotope production etc. 


Atomic Minerals 
Directorate for 
Exploration and 
Research 


To carry out geological exploration and 
Hyderabad |1948 | discover mineral deposits required for 
nuclear power programme of India. 


1.4.5. Atomic Power Stations in India 


Nuclear power is the fourth-largest source of electricity in India after thermal, 
hydroelectric and renewable sources of electricity. As of 2012, India has 20 nuclear 
reactors in operation in six nuclear power plants, generating 4,780 MW while seven 
other reactors are under construction and are expected to generate an additional 5,300 
MW. In October 2010, India drew up "an ambitious plan to reach a nuclear power 
capacity of 63,000 MW in 2032", but, after the 2011 Fukushima nuclear disaster in 
Japan, "populations around proposed Indian NPP sites have launched protests, raising 
questions about atomic energy as a clean and safe alternative to fossil fuels". There 
have been mass protests against the French-backed 9900 MW/Jaitapur Nuclear Power 
Project in Maharashtra and the Russian-backed 2000 MW Kudankulam Nuclear Power 
Plant in Tamil Nadu. The state government of West Bengal state has also refused 
permission to a proposed 6000 MW facility near the town of Haripur that intended to 
host six Russian reactors. A Public Interest Litigation (PIL) has also been filed against 
the government's civil nuclear programme at the Supreme Court. 
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Nineteen nuclear power reactors operated at six sites by the Nuclear Power Corporation 
of India produce 4,560.00 MW, 2.9% of total installed base 


: React Under 
Establish Installed 
HOEY eae ment State id Capacity SEMIN: 
station tor Date units (MW) ion 
(MW) (MW) 

Gorakhpur 
Atomic Power §NPCIL Haryana 4x700 2800 - 
Station 
Kaiga Nuclear November 
Power Plont NPCIL 16, 2000 Karnataka 4x220 880 - 
Kakrapar 
Atomic Power (NPCIL May 6, 1993 Gujarat 2x220 440 2 x 700 
Station 

November 

20, 1988 
Kudankulam (signed by 
Nuclear Power NPCIL PM), Tamil Nadu 2x 1000 1000 1000 
Plant January 14, 

2004 

Operational 
Madras Atomic January 24, , 
Bawer Ciation BHAVINI 1984 Tamil Nadu 1x500~ - 500 
Madras Atomic January 24, : 
Power Shion NPCIL 1984 Tamil Nadu 2x220 440 - 
Narora Atomic January 1, 
Bawere ation NPCIL 1991 Uttar Pradesh 2x220 440 - 
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React Under 


Establish Installed 
Oe Stee ment State oe Capacity SEM 
station tor Date units (MW) ion 
(MW) (MW) 

Rajasthan 1 x 100, 1 
Atomic Power NPCIL December paasthan x 200, 4x 1,180 2 x 700 

16, 1973 
Station 220 


Tarapur Atomic NPCIL October 28, han arachira 2 x 160, 2 


Power Station 1969 x 540 1,400 e 


1.4.6. Famous Personalities 


India has been made by the contributions of several people who have made their inputs 
in various ages. India has been enlightened by the presence of these people since its 
birth. All of them, contributing in various spheres of life have been of great importance to 
the Indian Society. 


These Indian personalities have not just influenced the people of India, but have also 
left an indeliblie mark on the world book. Famous personalities of India like Mahtama 
Gandhi has given people the weapon of non violence, which even after decades of his 
death, has upheld its relevance. Rabindranth tagore, the great poet has contributed a lot 
to the Indian literature while artists like Satyajit Rai, Amitabh Bachan, Pandit Ravi 
Shankar and Lata Mangeshkar have shaped up the entertainment and music world. 
Then, there are industrialists who just cannot be left out while talking about great Indian 
personalities. These include Ratan Tata, Dhirubhai Ambani and Azim Premji. 


One of the first Emperors of India who is | The Queen in whose memory Taj Mahal 
also the Architect of Modern India, is the | was made by Shah Jahan and who ruled 
famous one... in the hearts of her people.. 
Shah Jahan Mumtaz Mahal 
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of his Court, was the most brave Emperor 
of Modern India... 
Akbar 


The first Prime Ministe 
architect of Five Year Plans, he is also 
known as Chacha Nehru... 
Jawaharlal Nehru 


Former Miss World and bollywood 
Actress 


Aishwarya Rai 


is main force behind todays Indian Policies 
of RBI... 


Narayan Murthy 
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Independence.... 
Mahatma Gandhi 


gave India its computers and Information 


Technology... 
Rajiv Gandhi 


The angry young man and the father of 
Bolywood, his charms as an actor are 


incomparable... 
Amitabh Bachan 


he is still one of the revered ones.... 
Kishore Kumar 


41|Page 


NamdhariElibrary@ gmail.com 


Ceo of Airtel, the second largest player of 


mobiles in India 
Sunil Mittal 


had even the Enemies bowing before 
her.... 
Indira Gandhi 


The founder of Wipro and a master 
entrepreneur, his is an icon of many... 


Azim Premji 


Son of Indian Automoblies.... 
Ratan Tata 


Also known as Bhagwan Rajnish, this man 
made a number of controversies which still 


Osho - Rajnish 
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The Little Master of India, is still the 
backbone of Indian Cricket Team 
Sachin Tendulkar 


Noble Peace Prize for her works of 
Humanity 
Mother Teresa 


A humble man and a bread earner of 
millions of Indians, he is the one who got 
mobiles for a common man... 
Dhirubhai Ambani 


the best Indian Movies the country has... 
Satyajit Rai 


This Noble Laureate is also one of the 
Great Poets of India.... 


Rabindra Nath Tagore 
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Ma F8 
The Little Man of India is respected not | The Sitar Mastero Of India, is one of the 
only by Indian Cricket, but all over the main Gurus of Indian Classical Music... 
world.... Pandit Ravi Shankar 
Sunil Gavasakar 


Lge, 


The best architect of battles, a great King This Unparalled Queen of Indian Music, 
and a preacher of Buddhism, he was the sang for the Indian Soldiers too ... 
best IndianHistory has got... Lata Mangeshkar 


Emperor Ashoka 


The Man who changed America or the Saint of India was the strongest man India 
had... 
Swami Vivekanand 
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2. EAST INDIA 
2.1. Odisha 
2.1.1. Political 


Odisha formerly known as Orissa, is an Indian state on the subcontinent's east coast, by 
the Bay of Bengal. It is surrounded by the Indian states of West Bengal to the north-east 
and in the east, Jharkhand to the north, Chhattisgarh to the west and north-west 

and Andhra Pradesh to the south. It is the modern name of the ancient kingdom 

of Kalinga, which was invaded by the Mauryan Emperor Ashoka in 261 BCE. The 
modern state of Orissa was established on 1 April 1936, as a province in British India 
and consisted predominantly of Oriya speakers. 1 April is therefore celebrated as Utkala 
Dibasa (foundation day of Odisha). Cuttack remained the capital of the state for over 
eight centuries until 13 April 1948 whenBhubaneswar was officially declared as the new 
state capital, a position it still holds. 


2.1.2. Demography 


According to the 2011 census of India, the total population of Odisha is 41,947,358, of 
which 21,201,678 (50.54%) are male and 20,745,680 (49.46%) are female, or 978 
females per 1000 males. This represents a 13.97% increase over the population in 2001. 
The population density is 269 per km?. 


The dominant ethnic group is the Oriya people, and Oriya is the official language; it is 
spoken as a native language by 73% of the population. Other linguistic minorities in the 
state are Bengali, Hindi, Telugu, Santali. Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes form 
16.53% and 22.13% of the state population, constituting 38.66% of the State population. 
Some of the important tribes 

are Santhal, Bonda, Munda, Oraon, Kora, Kandha and Mahali. 


The literacy rate is 73%, with 82% of males and 64% of females being literate, according 
to the 2011 census. 


The proportion of people living below the poverty line in 1999-2000 was 47.15% which is 
nearly double the all India average of 26.10%. 


Data of 1996-2001 showed the life expectancy in the state was 61.64 years, higher than 
the national value of years. The state has a birth rate of 23.2 per 1,000 people per year, 
a death rate of 9.1 per 1,000 people per year, an infant mortality rate of 65 per 1000 live 
birth and a maternal mortality rate of 358 per 1,000,000 live births. Odisha has a Human 
Development Index of 0.579 in 2004. 


2.1.3. Geography 


Bhubaneswar is the capital of Odisha, and home to nearly a thousand temples. Cuttack, 
the former capital of Odisha, is 22 km (14 mi) from Bhubaneswar. With the rapid 
expansion of the two cities and better road connectivity, the two cities are now almost 
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conjoined and considered as twin cities. The city of Puri is about 60 km (37 mi) south 
from Bhubaneswar and lies on the coast of the Bay of Bengal. Puri is considered a holy 
city and the abode of the deity Lord Jagannath. It is one of the Char Dhams (Four holy 
places) of Hinduism. The world-famous Ratha Yatra or "Chariot Festival" or "Car 
Festival" is celebrated every year in the Hindu month of Ashadha (Mid June to Mid July) 
in Puri. 


The Chota Nagpur plateau occupies the western and northern portions of the state, 
while along the coast are fertile alluvial plains and the valleys of 

the Mahanadi, Brahmani, and Baitarani rivers, which fall into the Bay of Bengal. These 
alluvial plains are home to intensive rice cultivation. The Central Rice Research Institute 
(CRRI), Asia's largest rice research institute, is situated along the bank of Mahanadi in 
Cuttack. One of the major nesting grounds for the Olive Ridley sea turtles can be found 
in the Beaches of Odisha: in Devi, Gahirmatha and Rushikulya, which are known to be 
the nesting sites for the L. olivacea Indian Ocean population. In 2007, around 130,000 
turtles nested on the beaches of Gahirmatha. The shore line also acts as their mating 
site and has attracted various scientific communities for research and studies. 


Although most of Odisha's forest cover has been denuded lately, one of the greatest 
attractions of Odisha is its still vast expanses of unspoiled natural landscape that offer a 
protected yet natural habitat to the state’s incredible wildlife. There are many wildlife 
sanctuaries in Odisha. The Simlipal National Park Tiger Reserve is a huge expanse of 
lush green forest with waterfalls, inhabited by tigers, elephants, and other wildlife. 

The Bhitarkanika Wildlife Sanctuary has been protecting estuarine crocodiles since 
1975. 


Chilika Lake, a brackish water coastal lake on the Bay of Bengal, south of the mouth of 
the Mahanadi river, is the largest coastal lake in India and the second largest in the 
world. It is the largest wintering ground for migratory birds on the Indian sub-continent. It 
is protected by the Chilika Lake Bird Sanctuary, which harbours over 160 migratory and 
resident species of birds. Birds from as far as the Caspian Sea, Lake Baikal, Aral Sea 
and other remote parts of Russia, Kirghiz steppes of Mongolia, Central and southeast 
Asia, Ladakh and Himalayas come here. It also has the small area of Satpada, which is 
a safe sanctuary for the lesser known and endangered Irrawaddy Dolphins. 


The highest mountain peak in the state is Deomali (1672 m), which is situated 
in Koraput district in southern Odisha. It is part of the Chandragiri-Pottangi mountain 
system. Location: 18°40'3"N 82°58'59"E 


2.1.4. Government and Administration 


Odisha is governed through a parliamentary system of representative democracy, a 
feature the state shares with other Indian states. Universal suffrage is granted to 
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residents. There are two branches of government. The legislature, the Odisha 
Legislative Assembly, consists of elected members and special office bearers such as 
the Speaker and Deputy Speaker, that are elected by the members. Assembly meetings 
are presided over by the Speaker or the Deputy Speaker in the Speaker's absence. 

The judiciary is composed of the Odisha High Court, located at Cuttack and a system of 
lower courts. Executive authority is vested in the Council of Ministers headed by 

the Chief Minister, although the titular head of government is the Governor of Odisha. 
The Governor is the head of state appointed by the President of India. The leader of the 
party or coalition with a majority in the Legislative Assembly is appointed as the Chief 
Minister by the Governor, and the Council of Ministers are appointed by the Governor 
on the advice of the Chief Minister. The Council of Ministers reports to the Legislative 
Assembly. The Assembly is unicameral with 147 Members of the Legislative Assembly, 
or MLAs, including one nominated from the Anglo-Indian community. Terms of office run 
for 5 years, unless the Assembly is dissolved prior to the completion of the term. 
Auxiliary authorities known as panchayats, for which local body elections are regularly 
held, govern local affairs. The state contributes 21 seats to Lok Sabha and 10 seats 

to Rajya Sabha of the Indian Parliament. 


The main players in the Politics in Odisha are the Biju Janata Dal, the Indian National 

Congress and Bhartiya Janata Party. Following the Odisha State Assembly Election in 
2009, the Naveen Patnaik led Biju Janata Dal came to power for the third consecutive 
time. 


2.1.5. Art and Culture, Traditions 


Language: Oriya is the language spoken by the majority of the people of the state. 
English is widely used for official purpose and Oriya is used as regional language. Oriya 
belongs to the Indo-Aryan branch of the Indo-European language family, and is closely 
related to Bengali and Assamese. A few tribal languages belonging to 

the Dravidian and Munda language families are spoken by the Adivasis of the state. The 
capital city of Bhubaneshwar is known for the exquisite temples that dot its landscape. 
The classical dance form Odissi originated in Odisha. Contemporary Odisha has a 
proud cultural heritage that arose due to the intermingling of three great religious 
traditions — Hinduism, Buddhism and Jainism. The culture of the Adivasis is an integral 
part of modern Oriya heritage. 


Literature The history of Oriya literature has been delineated by historians and linguists 
along the following stages, Old Oriya (900-1300 AD), Early Middle Oriya (1300— 

1500 AD), Middle Oriya (1500-1700 AD), Late Middle Oriya (1700 AD — 1850 AD) and 
Modern Oriya (from 1850 AD to the present). 


Dance: Odissi (Orissi) dance and music are classical art forms. Odissi is the oldest 
surviving dance form in India on the basis of archaeological evidence.Odissi has a long, 
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unbroken tradition of 2,000 years, and finds mention in 

the Natyashastra of Bharatamuni, possibly written circa 200 BC. However, the dance 
form nearly went extinct during the British period, only to be revived after India's 
independence by a few gurus. The variety of dances includes Ghumura Dance, Chhau 
dance, Mahari dance, and Gotipua. 


Music: Sixteenth century witnessed the compilation of literature on music. The four 
important treatises written during that time are Sangitamava Chandrika, Natya 
Manorama, Sangita Kalalata and Gita Prakasha. Orissi music is a combination of four 
distinctive kinds of music, namely, Chitrapada, Dhruvapada, Panchal and Chitrakala. 
When music uses artwork, it is known as Chitikala. A unique feature of Oriya music is 
the Padi, which consists of singing of words in fast beat. 


Being a part of the rich culture of Odisha, its music is also as much charming and 
colourful. Orissi music is more than two thousand five hundred years old and comprises 
a number of categories. Of these, the five broad ones are Tribal Music, Folk Music, 
Light Music, Light-Classical Music and Classical Music. Anyone who is trying to 
understand the culture of Odisha must take into account its music, which essentially 
forms a part of its legacy. 


In the ancient times, there were poets who wrote the lyrics of poems and songs that 
were sung to rouse the religious feelings of people. It was by the eleventh century that 
the music of Odisha, in the form ofTriswari, Chatunswari, and Panchaswari, underwent 
transformation and was converted into the classical style. 


Folk music like Jnumar, yogi gita, kendara gita, dhuduki badya, prahallad natak, palla, 
sankirtan, mogal tamasa, gitinatya, kandhei nacha, kela nacha, ghoda nacha, danda 
nacha and daskathia are popular in Odisha. Almost every tribal group has their own 
distinct song and dance style. 


Structural art: Other cultural attractions include the Jagannatha Temple in Puri, known 
for its annual Rath Yatra or Car Festival, the unique and beautiful applique artwork of 
Pipili, silver filigree ornamental works from Cuttack, the Patta chitras (palm leaf 
paintings), famous stone utensils of Nilgiri (Balasore) and various tribal influenced 
cultures. The Sun temple at Konark is famous for its architectural splendour and erotic 
sculpture, while the 'Sambalpuri textiles' equals it in its artistic grandeur. The sari of 
Odisha is much in demand throughout the entire world. The different colours and 
varieties of sarees in Odisha make them very popular among the women of the state. 
The handloom sarees available in Odisha can be of four major types; these are Ikat, 
Bandha, Bomkai and Pasapalli. Odisha sarees are also available in other colours like 
cream, maroon, brown and rust. The tie-and-dye technique used by the weavers of 
Odisha to create motifs on these sarees is unique to this region. This technique also 
gives the sarees of Odisha an identity of their own. 


Sand art : A unique type of art form was developed at Puri, but it has spread all over 
the world. To carve a sand sculpture, the raw material is clean and fine-grained sand 
mixed with water. With the help of this type of sand and by the magic of fingers, an artist 
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can carve a beautiful and attractive sculpture on the beach. Sudarshan Pattnaik is one 
of the major world-class artists in this sculpture. 


Although not historically proved, there is a story in the Oriya myths regarding the origin 
of sand sculpture: "Poet Balaram Das, the author of Dandi Ramayan was a great 
devotee of Jagannath. Once during Ratha Yatra (Car Festival), he tried to climb the 
chariot of Jagannath to offer his prayer. He wasn't allowed by the priests of the chariot 
to climb it and was also insulted by them. With great frustration and humiliation he came 
to the beach (Mahodadhi) and carved statues of Jagannath, Balabhadra and Devi 
Subhadra on the golden sand. 


2.1.6. Temples 


Known world over for its architectural wonders, Odisha (Orissa) houses some of the 
best temples in the country. The temples in Odisha (Orissa) are said to have given 
supreme expression to architecture. Taking the Kalinga pattern of architecture to its 
zenith, these Odisha temples are unique in both plan elevation and decoration details. 


Putting it in rather more simple words, we can Say that all these temples have a 
somewhat similar structure. They consist of a structural due, the main temple or shrine 
and the frontal porch. The main temple, known as Vimana or Deula, is the sanctum 
enshrining the deity. And the porch or Jagamohana is a congregation place for the 
devotees. 


Vimanas are constructed on a square base and are marked by a curvilinear tower or 
shikhara and is known as rekha deula. The porches of the temples rest upon 
rectangular bases which are horizontal platforms arranged successively in a receding 
formation to constitute a pyramidal superstructure. 


Famous Temples of Odisha (Orissa) : 


Jagannath Temple Puri 
Belonging to the 11th century and enjoying the honor of being one of the 'char dhams', 


the pilgrimage that every Hindu intend to visit; Jagannath Temple is the honor of Puri 
and Odisha (Orissa). The holy sight of Lord Jagannath, accompanied by Subhadra and 
Balabhadra raises loads of joy among the devotees. The two gods and the goddess. 


Architecture of Jagannath Temple 
The architecture of the temple follows the pattern of many Orissan temples of the 


classical period. The main shikhara, or tower, rises above the inner sanctum where the 
deities reside. Subsidiary shikharas rise above ante-halls. The temple complex is 
surrounded by a wall, on each side of which is a gopura or gate, over which rises. 
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Konark Sun Temple 
One of the most stunning monuments of religious significance, a true masterpiece of 


architecture proudly stands in the form of Sun Temple at Konark. A culmination of Oriya 
architecture, the temple is a wonderful place as the language of stone defeats the 
human language here. Built in 13th century by King Narasimhadeva, the temple is 
designed. 


Legend of Jagannath Temple 
According to the legend, Indrayumna, the king of Malava in Sata Yuga, was a great 


devotee of Vishnu. Once the king dreamt of Nilamadhava Vishnu and was curious to 
know where that particular form of the Lord was worshipped. Therefore, he sent his 
emissaries in four directions to find this. ... . 


Temples in Bhubaneshwar 
One of the oldest temples (late 8th century), its striking feature is the shape of its 


sanctuary tower. The semi cylindrical shape of its roof, a leading example of knakhara 
order of temples, bears an affinity to the Dravidian gopuram of the South India temples. 


Brahmeshwar Temple 
Architecturally, the temples of Bhubaneshwar can be resolved into three broad styles as 


rekha, pidha and khakhara. Most of the temples of the first two orders have two main 
components--the sanctum, with a convex curvilinear spire, locally known as the deul, 
also called bada deul (the big temple) or the rekha deul 


Mukteswar Temple 
Mukteswar Temple -- An important landmark to the architectural development in Odisha 


(Orissa), the Mukteswar Temple is often described as one of jewels of Odisha (Orissa) 
for its exquisite sculptures and elegant looks. 


Parasurameswar Temple 
Built in the 7th century, the Parasurameswar Temple is small but lavishly decorated. 


Enclosed within a compound wall, the deul, facing the West is a square towered, while 
the jagamohana, instead of being a stepped pyramid, is a rectangular structure with a 
terraced roof, sloping in two stages. 


Rajarani Temple 
Set amidst the well maintained gardens, the 11th century Rajarani Temple is famous for 


its sculpted figures and the successive tiers of projections rising to form its 18 m tower. 
The accentuating miniature replicas of itself decorate the spire, reminiscent of the 
temples of Khajuraho. 


Vaital Deul Temple 
One of the oldest temples (late 8th century), Vaital Deul Temple’s striking feature is the 
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shape of its sanctuary tower. The semi-cylindrical shape of its roof--a leading example 
of khakhara order of temples--bears an affinity to the Dravidian gopuram of the South India 
temples. 


2.1.7. Festivals 


Orissa is not only an ideal choice for waterfalls and scenic beauties but @ 
also for her colourful fairs and festivals that are a celebration of life in all * Fp 
its infinite variety. Tribal traditions and religious fervour of cultural a 
performances juxtapose together to create a visual feast for the visitor's A 


eye. ae 


The festivals are as numerous as the days in a year, each with an 
individuality of its own, culminating in the grand Car Festival of Puri. 
Below are some of the major festivals and fairs of Orissa. 


Ratha Yatra (June-July): Ratha Yatra, known as the Car Festival is the grandest of all 
festivals held in Orissa. It is the sacred journey of Lord Jagannath with brother 
Balabhadra and sister Subhadra from the main Jagannath Temple to another shrine 
called 'Gundicha Mandir’ for nine days. It begins from the second day of the bright half 
of 'Asadha’, which falls in June-July every year. Thousands and thousands of devotees 
from all over India and abroad throng on that day at Puri to pull the sacred Chariots. 


The concept of temple procession, of which the Rath Yatra is probably the most famous 
illustration, is an important one in Hinduism. The term ratha (chariot) is itself often used 
as a word meaning ‘temple’, as both the palace and the vehicle of the God. The chariots 
in which the images of the deities in the Jagannath temple are pulled through the streets 
actually resemble moveable temples. In fact, these are designed keeping in view the 
features of the Bhaskaresvara Temple in Bhubaneswar which resembles a chariot. The 
relation between temple and chariot form is fascinating. Some scholars feel that the 
temple form may have developed, in part, from early wooden processional carts. And in 
Orissa, of course, we have the supreme example of influence in the other direction: the 
Konark Sun Temple, clearly and beautifully replicating a huge chariot. 


When the Rath Yatra (Chariot Festival) was first observed by European spectators in 
the eighteenth century, the stunned reports they sent home gave rise to the European 
term ‘juggernaut’ (corrupted from Jagannath). The occasional accidental fall of a 
devotee in front of a rolling chariot gave rise to the grossly erroneous misperception of 
humans sacrificing themselves under the wheels. The misperceptions have long been 
cleared, but the festival remains one of the most amazing and exhilarating events most 
of us are ever likely to witness. 


Lok Mahotsava (January): To bring the folk dances and music of Orissa to limelight, 
the Lok Mahotsava is organised every year at Gangadhar Mandap in Sambalpur for 
three days. The town wears a new look on those days and the entire atmosphere is 
filled with the beating of dhol and sweet melody of shehnais. 
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Makar Mela (January): Makar Sankranti is celebrated with gusto in mid-January when 
the sun enters the orbit of Capricorn. The sun god is worshipped with great fervour and 
enthusiasm. The festival can be best enjoyed at Kalijai (an island in Chilika), Atri, 
Ghatgaon, Keonjhar, Jashipur and Jagatsinghpur. 


Parab (January): Parab is organised every year in Koraput by the District 
Administration of Koraput in collaboration with the Department of Tourism and Culture, 
Government of Orissa. Not only the tribal dances, for which the region is renowned, but 
also the folk dances and Odissi, the only classical dance form of Orissa, are presented 
during this festival. The other highlights include exhibition, craft mela, adventure sports 
like river rafting, mountaineering, etc. 


Magha Mela (January-February): The most popular and colourful festival of Konark, 
an occasion for a grand congregation of Indian pilgrims and enthusiasts from abroad, 
falls on the seventh day of the bright half of 'Magha’. The Indian pilgrims take holy dips 
in the Chandrabhaga Tirtha near the sea and welcome the rising sun with prayers. Also 
a grand fair is held at Khandagiri near Bhubaneswar on the same day, which continues 
for about a week. 


Mahasivaratri (February-March): The festival "Shiva's Great Night" falls on the 14th 
day of the dark half of Phalgun and is observed by devotees all over the country. 
Devotees keep fast and perform puja throughout the night and keep a vigil to witness 
the sacred lamp on the temple top. The festival can be best enjoyed at Mahendragiri, 
Gupteswar, Kapilas, Puri, Bhubaneswar and Khiching. 


Dola (March-April): Dola, popularly known as Holi is the most popular and colourful 
festival of Orissa, celebrated on Phalgun Purnima and a day succeeding. Based on the 
romantic plays of Radha and Krishna, people converge on the streets with their idols on 
gaily decorated 'Vimans' singing devotional songs in their praise and throwing coloured 
powder and water on each other. 


Taratarini Mela (March-April): The 'Taratarini Mela’, one of Orissa's biggest fairs, 
takes place on each Tuesday in the month of 'Chaitra’ i.e. from around mid-March to 
mid-April at Taratarini Pitha, 30 km from Berhampur. A grand congregation takes place 
on the third Tuesday. 


Ashokastami (April): The Car Festival of Lord Lingaraj at Bhubanes-war, Ashokastami 
is held in the bright half of 'Chaitra'. The protégé of Lord Lingaraj is taken in a chariot 
from the main temple to Rameswar Temple and return after a four-day stay. 


Chaitra Parba (April): The 'Chaitra Parba’ or 'Chhau Festival’ commences from April 
10-11 every year and continues for three days concluding on 'Mahavishuva Sankranti 


Day’ at Baripada. This is a festival of festivals, which is enjoyed by the people of the 
country and enthusiasts from abroad. 


51|Page 


Sri Satguru Jagjit Singh Ji eLibrary NamdhariElibrary@ gmail.com 


Sitalasasthi (May-June): The celebration of marriage ceremony of Lord Shiva with 
Parvati starts with the untying of the wedding knot of the divine couple. Devotees act as 
their parents to perform the marriage. The bridegroom's procession popularly known as 
‘Barat' starts from the fifth night of the bright half of Jyestha and the marriage is 
performed in the traditional manner. The festival is celebrated at Sambalpur and 
Bhubaneswar in gorgeous ways. 


Durga Puja (September-October): Durga Puja symbolises the commemoration of 
good over evil. Life comes to a standstill in the city of Cuttack as large crowds gather in 
the Puja Mandaps (makeshift temples) to enjoy the festivities. On the day succeeding 
‘Vijaya Dasami', the last day of Durga Puja, the images are taken in a spectacular 
procession for immersion in the river Kathajodi. 


Lakshmi Puja (September-October): Observed with much pomp and ceremony in 
Dhenkanal town, it commences from the fullmoon day of Aswin and continues for a 
period of one week. 


Beach Festival (February): Puri, the abode of Lord Jagannath, is a wonderful beach 
resort for leisure tourists. It is known for its thirteen major festivals of Lord Jagannath 
celebrated every year. But the new Tourist Festival known as ‘Puri Beach Festival’ held 
from November 5 - 9, 2005 each year has come to limelight in recent times. 


Bali Yatra (November-December): To commemorate the glorious past of commercial 
voyages to the islands of Bali, Java and Sumatra by Orissan Traders, a big fair called 
‘Bali Yatra’ is held on Mahanadi river bank at Cuttack on the fullmoon day of Kartik. 


Konark Festival (December): A festival of classical dance forms performed by the 
celebrated danseurs of the country in the open air auditorium set amidst the casuarinas 
grove with the Sun Temple, a World Heritage Monument as the back drop. During the 
festival evenings the atmosphere is surcharged with rhythmic dancing beats and 
melodious tunes. 


Dhanu Yatra (December-January): Dhanu Yatra relating to the episode of Lord 
Krishna's visit to Mathura to witness the ceremony of 'Bow' is colorfully observed at 
Bargarh. The town becomes Mathura, the river Jira becomes Yamuna and the village 
Amapali on the other bank of the river becomes Gopa. Different acts of the Puranic 
descriptions are performed at their right places and the spectators move from place to 
place to see the performance. 


2.1.8. Cuisine 


Odisha has culinary tradition spanning centuries if not millennia. The kitchen of the 
famous Jagannath temple in Puri is reputed to be the largest in the world, with a 
thousand chefs, working around 752 wood-burning clay hearths called chulas, to feed 
over 10,000 people each day. 
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Rasgulla originated from Odisha and became famous throughout the world. The well- 
known rice pudding, kheeri (kheer) that is relished all over India, also originated in Puri 
two thousand years ago. Chhenapoda is also a major Odisha sweet cuisine originated 
in Nayagarh, it is made by caramelising cottage cheese with sugar, cardamom and 
other ingredients and then burning it over a chula (wood-burning clay hearths). Chhena 
Jheeli and malpua are other famous sweet deserts. One of the most famous delicacies 
of Odisha is Kakara Peetha (made of sooji or finely grained wheat) especially with 
coconut filling sauteed with pepper, cardamom, sugar and ghee and sometimes cottage 
cheese (chhena). Its one of the major delicacy during the festival occasions. Arisha is 
another delicacy. The sweet aroma of powdered rice and Gud being deep fried in Ghee 
is mesmerising. Poda Pitha, Haladi Patra Pitha (enduri pitha), Manda Pitha, Chitou 
Pitha are more examples of Oriya specialitites. Mudhi (puffed rice) is an integral part of 
every Oriya household. Baripada is famous for its Mudhi. Mudhi serves the purpose of 
an instant snacks. It perfectly blends with any thing. Be it Chenachur (mix salty fried 
snacks), milk, tea, curries, peanuts or mango pulp. 


Pakhala, a dish made of rice, water, and yoghurt, that is fermented overnight, is very 
popular in summer, particularly in the rural areas. Oriyas are very fond of sweets and no 
Oriya repast is considered complete without some dessert at the end. A typical meal in 
Odisha consists of a main course and dessert. Typically breads are served as the main 
course for breakfast, whereas rice is eaten with lentils (dals) during lunch and dinner. 
The main course also includes one or more curries, vegetables and pickles. Given the 
fondness for sweet foods, the dessert course may include generous portions of more 
than a single item. Oriya desserts are made from a variety of ingredients, with milk, 
chhena (a form of ricotta cheese), coconut, rice, and wheat flour being the most 
common. 


Also one of the most famous veg dishes are Dalma (made of lentils and vegetables 
boiled together and then fried with other spices) and Santula. Even the former Indian 
president Dr. APJ Abdul Kalam introduced these into the Rashtrapati Bhavan Menu. 
Ghanta and Posta curries are also some of the signature dishes. 


Odisha food habit is pretty balanced between the non-vegetarian and vegetarian habits. 
Due to its vast shoreline and number of rivers flowing across, fish is a very important 
part of the diet. Odisha also expertises in sea food cuisines like Prawn and Crab. The 
famous Chilika Lake is particularly famous for offering excellent sea food cuisines. 


Odisha's food habit is actually the boundary between the South Indian food habit and 
the North Indian food habits. One can easily find Dosas, Vadas and idlis being served 
as breakfast and snacks which are typically south Indian food and also can find Poori- 
Chole, Samosa's (locally called Singada), and other north Indian delicacies in the menu. 
One of the best combination of both the North and South of India is Dahibara-Aludum- 
Ghuguni especially in the city of Cuttack. Dahibara (vadaa dipped and soaked in curd), 
aludum (a spicy curry made from potato) and Ghuguni (chickpea curry) really go well 
together and is one of the best fusion of the Indian recipes. 
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2.1.9. Places 


The landscape of Odisha is dotted with a large number of temples. The temples of 
Odisha conform to the Indo Aryan Nagara style of architecture, with distinctive features 
specific to this region. The best known of these are the Lingaraja temple at 
Bhubaneshwar, Jagannath Temple at Puri and the Sun Temple at Konark. The temples 
of Odisha exhibit a majestic grandeur. An Oriya temple (deula) usually consists of a 
sanctum, one or several front porches (jagamohana) usually with pyramidal roofs, a 
dancing hall (nata mandir) and a hall of offerings (bhog mandir). 


‘The Lingaraj temple at Bhubaneshwar boasts of a 150-foot (46 m) high deul while the 
Jagannath Temple at Puri is about 200 feet (61 m) high and it dominates the skyline of 
the town. Only a portion of the Sun Temple at Konark, the largest of the temples of the 
Golden triangle exists today, and it is still staggering in size. It stands out as a 
masterpiece in Odisha architecture. Odisha is also well Known as a Buddhist and Jain 
pilgrimage destination. North-east of Cuttack, about 10 km (6 mi) from Bhubaneshwar, 
there are Buddhist relics and ruins at the three hilltop complexes of Udayagiri and 
Khandagiri Caves, which still bear witness to Buddhism's fruitful tryst with this region 
until well into the 13th century. 


Odisha's varying topography — from the wooded Eastern Ghats to the fertile river basin 
— has proven ideal for evolution of compact and unique ecosystems. Thereby creating 
such treasure troves of flora and fauna that even seem inviting to many migratory 
species of birds and reptiles. Bhitar Kanika National Park is famous for its second 
largest mangrove ecosystem. The bird sanctuary in Chilika (Asia's biggest brackish 
water lake) and the tiger reserve and waterfalls in Simlipal National Park are integral 
part of any eco tours in Odisha, arranged by Tourism of Odisha. 


The Gharial Sanctuary at Tikarpada and the Olive Ridley Sea Turtles in Gahirmatha 
turtle sanctuary also feature on the list of avid nature watchers. The city wildlife 
sanctuaries of Chandaka and Nandan Kanan are a must visit for the lessons they teach 
is conservation and revitalisation of species from the brink of extinction. Odisha is 
blessed with around 500 km (311 mi) long coastline and has some of the most beautiful 
beaches in the world. Chilika, Asia's largest brackish water lake, not only provides a 
haven for millions of birds, but is also one of the few places in India where one can view 
dolphins. The lush green forest cover of Odisha plays host to a wide variety of flora and 
fauna, including the famed Royal Bengal Tiger. Amidst the picturesque hills and valleys 
nestle a number of breathtaking waterfalls and rivulets that attract visitors from all over. 
Odisha beaches include Puri Beach, Gopalpur-on-Sea, Chandipur, Ramachandi Beach, 
Balighai Beach, Astarang Beach, Paradeep Beach. The famous Shiva Temple is 

near Dhenkanal. 


2.1.10. Resources 


Odisha is the store house of natural resources. Among these, water, wild life, forest and 
mineral resources are found in abundant and which are very essential for growth and 
development of the state. Government of Odisha is taking essential steps towards 
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preserving and managing natural resources so that it can be available in the acceptable 
quantity, quality and at the required time for the all round development of the state. 


e Water Resources 

e Scenic Wild Life 

e Large Forest Coverage 

e Abundant Mineral Resources 
e Vast Coastline 


2.1.11. Industries 


Odisha has abundant natural resources and a large coastline. It contains a fifth of 
India's coal, a quarter of its iron ore, a third of its bauxite reserves and most of 
thechromite. Rourkela Steel Plant was the first integrated steel plant in the public sector 
in India, built with collaboration of Germany. It is the home to public sector enterprises 
like HAL, Sunabedha (Koraput), NAL (Anugul, Damanjodi). Odisha receives 
unprecedented investments in steel, aluminium, power, refineries and ports. India's 
topmost IT consulting firms, including Mahindra Satyam, TCS (Tata Consultancy 
Services), MindTree Consulting, PricewaterhouseCoopers and Infosys have large 
branches in Odisha. IBM, Syntel and Wipro are setting up development centres in 
Odisha. So far, two of the S&P CNX 500 conglomerates have corporate offices in 
Odisha, for example, National Aluminium (2005 gross income %.51,162 million) and 
Tata Sponge Iron (2005 gross income %.2,044 million). 


Odisha is notable as one of the first Indian states to have tackled its structural problems 
during the post-1994 Indian economic reforms. Odisha was also the first state in India to 
begin to privatise its electricity transmission and distribution businesses. Between 1994 
and 2000 Odisha's former state electricity board (SEB) was restructured to form Gridco. 
This corporation was then divided into Transco and a collection of distribution 
companies. Attempts were then made to sell the distribution companies to the private 
sector. Like many other states, in 1996 Odisha was losing over 50% of the electricity it 
was delivered. The scale and importance of these reforms is notable and an important 
milestone in India's dramatic economic development. 


Recently the number of companies who have signed memoranda of understanding 
(MoUs) to set up steel plants in the state has gone up to 50, including POSCO of South 
Korea which has agreed to construct a mammoth $12 billion steel plant near Paradip 
port, named POSCO India. It would be the largest single investment in India's history. 
Arcelor-Mittal has also announced plans to invest in another mega steel project 
amounting to $10 billion. Russian major Magnitogorsk Iron and Steel Company 
(MMk) plans to set up a 10 MT steel plant in Odisha, too. The state is attracting an 
unprecedented amount of investment in aluminium, coal-based power plants, 
petrochemicals, and information technology as well. In power generation, Reliance 
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Power (Anil Ambani Group) is putting up the world's largest power plant with an 
investment of US $13 billion at Hirma in Jharsuguda district. Vedanta Resources’ 1.4 
million tonne alumina project in Kalahandi district is the largest investment in aluminium. 
Vedanta has also announced a $3.2 billion huge private University project on the lines 
of major American universities, which is unprecedented in the history of education in 
India. Bandhabahal is a major area of open cast coal mines. 


The central government has agreed to accord SEZ (Special Economic Zone) status to 
eight sites in Odisha, among which are Infocity at Bhubaneshwar and Paradip. But all 
these plans are facing massive resistance from the people of the state who mainly 
depend on agriculture for their livelinood. 


In the year 2009 Odisha was the second top domestic investment destination with 
Gujarat first and Andhra Pradesh in third place according to an analysis of 
ASSOCHAM Investment Meter (AIM) study on corporate investments. Odisha's share 
was 12.6 percent in total investment in the country. It received investment proposal 
worth =. 2,00,846 crore during the last year. Steel and power were among the sectors 
which attracted maximum investments in the state. 


Flood and cyclone are the major hurdles in Odisha's development as the important 
districts are situated near to the Bay of Bengal. In the five-year period between 2004 
and 2005 and 2008-09, Odisha's GDP has grown by a stunning 8.74% way beyond the 
definition of 7% growth. It should be noted that the all-India growth during this period 
was 8.49%. In this period, Odisha was the fourth fastest growing state, just behind 
Gujarat, Bihar, Uttarakhand. 
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